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April 1, 2016 Newsletter - No. 52

THOSE DAM BEAVERS

Featured Photograph No. 1

Beaver and Dam, Schwabacher Landing, Grand Teton National Park
Hi Folks,
Forward or Share any of my Newsletters with friends and family (SEE VARIOUS
SOCIAL MEDIA BUTTONS AT THE TOP OF THIS NEWSLETTER AND THE
SHARE BUTTON AT THE BOTTOM). You may access all of my Monthly
Newsletters by clicking on my Blog.

THOSE DAM BEAVERS

Please excuse my pun; I could just have easily titled this “Eager Beavers” or
“Leave it to Beavers”, all of which suggest that the Beaver is a most industrious
animal.

Featured Photograph No. 2

Beaver on Lodge, Schwabacher Landing, Grand Teton National Park

I’ve been fortunate to view beavers and their behavior on numerous occasions over
the years, but have never been able to capture good images. Often, in the past, I’d
catch a few glimpses and it would seem they would hide in their lodge, never to be
seen for hours.
Recently on a trip to Grand Teton National Park, the beaver action was
unbelievable at Schwabacher Landing. I’m sure you’ve heard that generally
speaking, the best viewing for wildlife is early in the morning or near dusk. So it’s
always a good practice to arrive well before dawn and/or well before dusk. At this
site, I was able to observe beaver behavior for hours on at least 3 separate
occasions.
This colony of beavers had a huge wetland area near the edge of the Snake River
consisting of many dams, ponds and streams. At different times, I could see all
combinations of the male, female and young (called kits). It was simply amazing to
watch these beavers at work and what seemed to be play.
Beavers’ ability to change the landscape is second only to humans. They dam
streams to make ponds and flood areas that become productive wetlands. These
areas create an environment that not only supports them, but also a magnitude of
wildlife, birdlife and insects.
I understand why Dr. Donald Griffin, an expert in animal cognition, said, “When we
think of the kinds of animal behavior that suggest conscious thinking, the beaver
comes naturally to mind.”
These particular beaver have been the subject of numerous studies and have
appeared in PBS Specials. The following link is an excellent documentary on the
beaver:

Link to PBS Special
If you ever get the chance to observe these fascinating animals, you’re in for a quite
a show.

April's Featured Photographs
In addition to the two (2) larger images shown above, I'm offering a 3rd Featured
Photograph this month (SEE THUMBNAIL OF IMAGES BELOW). CLICK ON ANY
OF THEM TO VIEW A LARGER IMAGE. All are Featured Photographs for the
month and will receive the same Featured Discount of 30%. To purchase any
Featured Photograph, click here on either photograph and you'll be directed to my
website. Proceed to add the image to your shopping cart and use the Coupon
Code, APR16, during checkout.

To obtain 25% off your 1st order from my Website, use Coupon Code
FIRSTORDER during checkout
Click on the Facebook Button below to see my Facebook Page, and to follow me,
click on the "Like" button.
If you ever change email addresses, please go to the Preferences Button at the top
right of this email to update your email address. Alternatively, just let me know of
any email change.
Thanks for letting me share my photography with you.
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